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Who’s who working on performing arts and/or EDI in Scotland?
An overview of people and practices

Working visit to Edinburgh & Glasgow from 30 May until 2 June 2023

Report: Sofie Joye - Flanders Arts Institute

Creative Scotland

Creative Scotland is the public body that supports the arts, screen and creative industries
across all parts of Scotland on behalf of everyone who lives, works or visits there.

CS enables people and organisations to work in and experience the arts, screen and
creative industries in Scotland by helping others to develop great ideas and bring them to
life.

Their central focuses are Quality and Ambition and Engagement in the arts. Next to this they
work on 4 strategic priorities namely: equality, diversity, inclusion; sustainable development,
fair work and internationalisation.

Contact: Kim Simpson

Kim Simpson

Head of Equalities, Diversity, and Inclusion for Creative Scotland.

Kim is interested in EDI, fair work and international collaborations.

Read: Not going back to normal report

Check: Momentum. Momentum is a delegate programme based in Edinburgh aiming to
build international relationships and cultivate collaborative opportunities and running
throughout the month of August. 2023 saw us hosting delegations from Vietnam, South
Korea, Mexico, Poland, Lebanon and France - along with our Literature and Visual Arts
artform delegations - and we will be back in 2024 to welcome more delegates to Edinburgh.
Create: Inclusion funds: a fund specifically for individuals with specific access needs.

Imaginate festival: Queer Work - Audiences
See report (NL)

Birds of Paradise Theatre Company [e[CETJIAER & [RElgielganllplePANgE

Contact: Robert Sofley, artistic director
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https://www.creativescotland.com/
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/publication/report/coronavirus-no-going-back-normal
https://www.edinburghfestivalcity.com/about/momentum
https://www.creativescotland.com/funding/funding-programmes/targeted-funding/createinclusion
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZmUAtRYtTE89CNii0C2AvEi4YmX2KdFqgyuzP8pVgAA/edit?usp=sharing
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Birds of Paradise is a theatre company based in Scotland, founded in 1993. Their artistic
vision is of a culture where disabled artists are recognised for the excellence of their work,
celebrated for the stories that they bring to the stage and are a vital part of the artistic
landscape of Scotland. BOP is an accessible arts company that produces productions and
projects that place disabled artists centre stage and develop future generations of disabled
artists. BOP believes that disabled people continue to experience a lack of equality and
considerable barriers within society, including the arts. Our work exists in part to challenge
and address these. The only professional, disability-led theatre company in Scotland. Had a
close collaboration with Pol Heyvaert and Bart Capelle.

Tip: website where you can search for accessible events in venues across Scotland

Marc Brew Company [s[EF 1T A Tg R |21g{elangllale PANR

Contact: Susan Hay , cultural leader working for Marc Brew Company

Marc Brew Company is committed to developing innovative collaborative work that
interweaves a physicality derivative of strong contemporary dance technique
Collaboration with Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui, partner in Beyond Europe?

The Work Room |3=1gi{e) gy llyle =16

Contact: Anita Clark

Artist-led organisation, resembling SOTA. The Work Room (TWR) is an artist-led
membership organisation for artists who work in dance, movement and choreography.
Wish to create opportunities for international residencies and networking or independent
artists. They have a broad Nordic and Baltic network.

They work inbound and outbound.

Glasgow Life Arts
Arms lengths organisation that works on cultural policy for the city of Glasgow.
Their mission:
1. Improve people's mental and physical wellbeing through culture and sport.
2. Support the city’s visitor economy and enhance its reputation as a great place to
live, work, learn, and visit.
3. Generate funds through culture and sport programmes. We then re-invest in the
charitable activities which support our vision.

2023
Working visit Scotland report Performing Arts


https://www.accessscottishtheatre.com/:
https://www.boptheatre.co.uk/
https://www.marcbrew.com/marc-brew-company/
https://theworkroom.org.uk/
https://www.glasgowlife.org.uk/arts-music-and-culture
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Their ‘Arts and communities’ programme makes it possible for families to go to see
performances for 2 pounds (cf. Uitpas in Vlaanderen).

Edinburgh: cultural department, has a strategy,Edinburgh festival takes a lot of oversight.
Glasgow: democratic approach of culture

They have a good cultural diplomacy partnership with each other.

e The social prescribing Agenda: kunst op voorschrift, legt de link tussen kunst en
sociaal en mentaal welzijn:

e Scottish policy and research network: supporting research-policy relationships.
The Scottish Policy and Research Exchange works with research, knowledge
mobilisation and policy communities to improve how evidence and expertise shapes
policy. Join our Brokerage network to access opportunities for relationship building,
research-policy engagement, and shared learning.

Networks:
- Scottish creative asian network
- Participatory community
- Music cities Network
- Eurocities Network: Naomi Shuba (fonetisch) is lead of this network. Her role
is to embed more inclusive networks.

Vox Motus ;G gilelinllile=la

Vox Motus is a Scottish touring theatre company based in Glasgow that has been creating
visual narrative theatre since 2003. They are looking for creative partners internationally:
venues, companies and others. They currently are collaborating with international partners
in China - Tian Jin Peoples Arts Theatre & National Theatre Scotland.

Indepen-dance [s[EE1JIa2ETg 8 [ZETgieldanllple PANGES

Contact:

Indepen-dance is an award winning inclusive dance company for disabled and
non-disabled people to enjoy, express, and fulfil their potential through dance. Their mission
is to enable participation in high quality arts provision and improve wellbeing, quality of life
and provide opportunities for disabled and non-disabled dancers in both the professional
and non-professional dance sectors. Independence provides weekly creative movement
and dance classes throughout the year, where participants can become lifelong members
and join a social network. They also provide professional training, career development and
employment opportunities.
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https://socialprescribingacademy.org.uk/what-is-social-prescribing/
https://spre.scot/
https://spre.scot/the-brokerage/
https://www.voxmotus.co.uk
https://www.indepen-dance.org.uk
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Contact: Jonathan Lloyd

Solar Bear is a theatre company who work with deaf and hearing actors, theatre makers,
artists and young people. Solar Bear wants to reach out to those often excluded from the
arts.

“Working more inclusively and collaboratively makes us think in radically different ways. It
shapes who we work with. It inspires us to play with new ways of storytelling. It influences
the stories we tell, and where and how we tell them.”

They have a close collaboration with the Royal Conservatory of Scotland and are the
voortrekkers of the first degree programme for deaf artists.

Tricky Hat Performing Arts

Contact: Fiona Miller

Tricky Hat is a company that makes theatre with and about people who live on the
margins of our society. TH works with people to find a creative and credible voice through
participation in high quality, collaborative, cross-arts events alongside high calibre artists.
They work in collaboration with agencies, artists and areas in Scotland and internationally.
Tricky Hat focuses on making work that resonates and has relevance to people's lives, the
issues they face as well as their hopes and dreams. The company has established itself in
Scotland as an innovative leader working with older people, but also runs projects with
people with mental health issues, carers and young people.

Curious Seed [s[=la{e)f 1=

Contact: Christine Devaney

Curious Seed is a performance company formed in 2005 by Scottish choreographer,
Christine Devaney. Based in Edinburgh, they produce and present dance theatre work for
all ages. Curious Seed also collaborates with children and young people by engaging and
learning with them directly through creative processes.

National Theatre Scotland [sf=jgieliggliple} =gt
Contact: Jackie Wylie

National Theatre Scotland wants to be ‘A theatre without walls, for everyone, that sparks
connection between people, between communities, and between Scotland and the world.’
Important key principles in their strategic plan for the upcoming years are cultural

2023
Working visit Scotland report Performing Arts


https://solarbear.org.uk
https://trickyhat.com/
https://www.curious-seed.com
https://www.nationaltheatrescotland.com/
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democracy, equity, diversity and access. As National Theatre they will have an augmented
focus on community.

[l [Tl CYPerforming Arts

Contact: Noel Jordan & Belinda McElhinney

Imaginate is the national organisation in Scotland, which promotes, develops and
celebrates theatre and dance for children and young people. Each year they organise the
Imaginate Festival that focuses on theatre and dance for children. They run an interesting
program with specific attention to EDI (disability arts, accessibility, relaxed performance
areas, queer arts, ao.) and ecologlcal sustalnablllty

Dance Base

Contact: Tony Mills

Dance Base is Scotland’s national centre for dance and works from their purpose-built
studios in the heart of Edinburgh’s Old Town. Their mission is to engage people across
Scotland in dance as an art form, a way to exercise and a way of life. They support Scottish
dance artists to develop successful careers and we develop opportunities for dance to be
used to support people’s health and wellbeing. They are international in outlook, ensuring
that dance in Scotland is globally connected. The centre caters for dancers of all ages and
abilities, providing an accessible programme of activities that offers a diverse public a
sociable and enjoyable way to keep physically fit and develop new creative skills. Their four
studios provide dancers with facilities and an inspiring environment in which to dance.

OTHER INTERESTING CONTACTS

Dance City: Dance for the North - East Performing art

Dance City is a vibrant and friendly place where people come together to take part, enjoy,
experience and talk about dance; where professional and aspiring dancers meet, learn and
train; somewhere to watch world class dance performances and somewhere for all to come
along and get involved in dance. People come to Dance City to socialise, learn new skills,
keep fit and active, train professionally and find out more about dance. This all takes place
under one roof, in our purpose-built dance-house, in the heart of Newcastle upon Tyne.

South East Dance Performing art

We support dance artists that specialise in all forms, from breakdancing to ballroom, with
funding, tailored advice and networking opportunities throughout their careers. As
passionate believers in the health and wellbeing benefits of dance, we also work hard to
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https://www.imaginate.org.uk
https://www.imaginate.org.uk/festival/
https://www.dancebase.co.uk
https://www.dancecity.co.uk/
https://southeastdance.org.uk/
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bring movement to as many people as possible too — particularly those who might not have
had the opportunity or the confidence to give it a go before.

Rubicon Dance Performing arts|

Community dance organisation

Cryptic / Sonica [ e iilierase

Established in 1994, Cryptic is Scotland’s internationally renowned home of audiovisual art
and experimentation. Founded by Cathie Boyd, and based in Glasgow but with a global
reach, Cryptic presents and promotes the most dynamic talents of today and tomorrow as
they explore new dimensions in live music, visual and sonic arts and performance, and the
weird and wild areas where these disciplines intersect and cross over. They also organise
the yearly Sonica Festival.

Unlimited Disability Arts [zE{gieligallale/a\gss
Paragone Performing Arts

At Paragon we believe that music and the arts have the power to transform lives. Guided by
our two key principles - equality and inclusion - we’re dedicated to inspiring young people
and adults in Scotland to create new music and dance. Our team of professional musicians,
dancers and composers create inclusive learning and performance environments where
people from all walks of life, and with a wide range of additional support needs, can come
together to develop new skills, meet new friends and discover their true potential.

ArtWorks Alliance

ArtWorks Alliance is a UK based network organisation that strives for better participatory
arts. Members are organisations and individuals with strategic interests in participatory arts,
including community arts, socially engaged arts, voluntary arts, and arts in education and
learning. ArtWorks Alliance gets together at (virtual) Forums to discuss and action what
needs doing to make a difference in participatory arts. ArtWorks Alliance work doesn’t get
in the way of the day job: it IS the day job.

Their knowledge bank consists of a wealth of research, case studies and evaluations
making the case authoritatively for participatory arts and artists. All available for free.

Justice and Arts Scotland (JAS) fka. the Scottish Prison Arts Network or (SPAN)
Participatory Arts
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https://www.rubicondance.co.uk/
https://www.cryptic.org.uk
https://www.sonicafestival.com.au
https://www.paragon-music.org/
https://artworksalliance.uk/
http://www.justiceandartsscotland.org/
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JAS is a network started in 2010 by a small group of artists working in criminal justice as a
way to connect with each other and provide a strand of professional development for the
sector. Since this time they have held regular events for other artists and organisations to
come together and talk more about the arts in prisons, why it is important and what they
could do to better support each other and the people they work with. They work closely
with social, artistic and juridical partners, participate in national and international
conversations and develop new projects and new initiatives along with their members. JAS
wants to reflect the larger field of Justice and the many pieces of work and projects
delivered by their members in a variety of contexts in prisons, community justice, through
care and early intervention. They believe that the arts have a vital role to play in nurturing
and supporting individuals and communities with experience of the justice system. The arts
are a tool for dialogue and positive change and can promote connection, communication
and well-being in communities across Scotland. The shared goal remains to create a
professional network for artists working in Scottish Justice to connect, share practice and
learn together.

Adura Onashile
Associate artist with the Theatre of Scotland, theatremaker, filmmaker, Nigerian woman.

Khadifa Wong
Made a dance documentary looking at the roots of jazz dance and slavery.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adura_Onashile
https://www.khadifawong.com/

