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Scotland has a rich and diverse contemporary visual arts scene active in major cities such
as Edinburgh and Glasgow, but also in the countryside and in remote parts of the country.
Interestingly, Scotland has built a tradition of production facilities for artists all over the
country. Such printing workshops and sculpture workshops offer important support to local
and international artists. Due to their specific geographical location, many visual art
organisations have gained great experience in working with local communities and in
developing outreach programmes for targeted audiences.
Scotland’s visual arts scene is renowned for international festivals such as Edinburgh Arts
Festival and Glasgow International, as well as for presentation venues such as Tramway in
Glasgow, the Fruitmarket Gallery and Talbot Rice Gallery in Edinburgh.
The Glasgow School of Art contributes to a dynamic scene in the country that reflects itself
in the number of artist-run spaces and project spaces.
The Scottish visual arts scene is further organised within SCAN, the Scottish Contemporary
Art Network, and Scotland’s Workshops, a network of 11 visual arts production facilities all
across the country. Its main public funding comes from Creative Scotland, the public body
that supports the arts, screen and creative industries across all parts of Scotland.

EDINBURGH

Edinburgh Printmakers

Director: Janet Archer
Edinburgh Printmakers is a creative centre for printmaking and the visual arts in the
Fountainbridge area of Edinburgh. It has a large light-filled printmaking studio, two galleries,
a shop selling original prints and handmade products, venue hire space for meetings,
events or learning activities, a café, a courtyard, and community garden. It was established
in 1967 as the first open-access studio in Britain and is one of the largest in Europe. Set in
Castle Mills, a beautiful heritage building that used to be a rubber factory and brewery
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complex, Edinburgh Printmakers provides a creative atmosphere for the local community as
well as visitors.

Fruitmarket Gallery

Director: Fiona Bradley
The Fruitmarket is a free, public space for culture in the heart of Edinburgh providing
inspiration and opportunity for artists and audiences. They programme, develop and
present world-class exhibitions, commissions, publications, performances, events and
engagement activities, opening up the artistic process.

Talbot Rice Gallery

Director: Tessa Giblin
Founded in 1975 as part of the University of Edinburgh, named after David Talbot Rice
(1903-1972). Contemporary visual arts programme featuring solo and group shows.
Interested in co-commissioning and presentation (ex. commissioned project with Emeka
Ogbo) and in inviting a group of curators together with CS (ex. Momentum programme in
August).

Stills Centre for Photography

Director: Ben Harman
Stills is a centre for photography based in the heart of Edinburgh. Established in 1977, they
have a long history of supporting emerging as well as established photographers from
Scotland and internationally. Stills also runs studio facilities for photographers.

GLASGOW

CCA Glasgow

Director: Francis McKee
Curator: Sabrina Henry
CCA: Centre for Contemporary Arts is Glasgow’s hub for the arts. They host a year-round

2023
BAR working visit Scotland report

https://www.fruitmarket.co.uk
https://www.trg.ed.ac.uk
https://stills.org
https://www.cca-glasgow.com


programme of exhibitions, events, films, music, literature, workshops, festivals and
performances. CCA runs an open source programming policy, where they give their venue
space to artists and organisations to present their own public events. CCA curates six
exhibitions a year, presenting local and international artists in our gallery.

Cryptic / Sonica Glasgow

Director: Cathie Boyd
Established in 1994, Cryptic is an international producing arts house based in Glasgow.
They present pioneering artists whilst also nurturing the creative talent of tomorrow. They
create unique and memorable experiences that engage and inspire audiences, ‘ravishing
the senses’ with multi-media performances that fuse music, sonic and visual art with digital
arts. This is achieved through: Cryptic Nights (discovering and supporting emerging talent),
Cryptic Artists (promoting and developing talent) and Sonica Glasgow ( international
audio-visual festival) and large-scale one off site specific ‘special projects’.

Glasgow International

Director: Richard Birkett
Glasgow International is Scotland’s largest festival for contemporary art, taking place over
three weeks every two years across the city of Glasgow. Renowned as a centre for
contemporary art, the festival draws on the city’s strengths as a vibrant and distinctive
centre of artistic production and display. Combining the characteristics of a visual arts
biennial with an open submission model for artists and curators based in the city. Next
edition: June 2024

LUX Scotland

Director: Kitty Anderson
LUX Scotland is a non-profit agency dedicated to supporting, developing and promoting
artists’ moving image practices in Scotland. Established in 2014, LUX Scotland is a part of
LUX.

Project Ability
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info@project-ability.co.uk
Project Ability creates opportunities through inclusive art for all. Since 1984, they’ve been
supporting, celebrating and platforming diversity within the contemporary visual arts sector.
Based in Glasgow in the award winning Trongate 103, they provide a welcoming arts
community for people with learning disabilities and mental ill-health. They provide the space
and expertise to allow them to express themselves, build confidence and achieve their
potential.

Street Level Photoworks

Director: Malcolm Dickson
Street Level provides inspiring encounters in photography for all; a gallery that is embedded
locally and connected internationally; a creative setting to make, engage with, and buy
photography in Glasgow.

Tramway

Curator: Claire Jackson
Tramway is both local and international in its outlook, fostering the professional
development of emergent artists in Scotland whilst also presenting ambitious international
work by artists from diverse backgrounds. The programme curation encourages creative
experimentation and bold, innovative approaches, culminating in some of the most
ambitious presentations of work across Scotland and the UK.
As a public venue in the south side of Glasgow, they play a civic role within their immediate
community whilst also serving the artistic sector by fostering international dialogue,
exchange and partnerships with our global peers and collaborators.
Tramway is actively engaged in the commissioning, production, presentation, promotion
and engagement around contemporary, interdisciplinary art. Our venue hosts many cultural
partners and residents including The Workroom, The Hidden Gardens and Take Me
Somewhere Festival.

Other visual arts organisations in Scotland
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Dundee Contemporary Arts (Dundee)

Curator: Tiffany Boyle
Founded in 1999, Dundee Contemporary Arts (DCA) is an internationally renowned centre
for contemporary art that enables audiences, artists and participants to see, experience and
create. With two large-scale gallery spaces, two cinema screens, a print studio, an
award-winning learning programme, and a packed programme of events, workshops,
classes and activities aimed at all ages and abilities, DCA is a vibrant cultural hub open to
all, located in the heart of the city.

Cove Park (Cove, Helensburgh)

Director: Alexia Holt
Founded in 1999 by Peter and Eileen Jacobs, Cove Park is a charity funded by Creative
Scotland, by trusts and foundations and by the generosity of individuals. Cove Park’s
programme of residencies, commissions and collaborative projects respond to and support
the diversity of contemporary artistic practice in all the art forms. They host national and
international artists from all cultures and career stages. They create a supportive and
stimulating context in which new work and ideas can be developed, tested and shared. The
bespoke spaces we provide for residents and visitors to live, meet and work in, are located
on an outstanding site overlooking Loch Long and the Firth of Clyde, just one hour from
Glasgow, on Scotland’s west coast.

Scottish Sculpture Centre (Lumsden)

Director: Sam Trotman
Scottish Sculpture Workshop is a site of possibility, where artists and communities have the
tools, skills, opportunity, and networks to collectively imagine, make and live in ways that
are resistant and multiple. They empower artists and communities through collective
learning and skills development. Their programme and rural workshops support
experimentation, alternate knowledge production, togetherness and artistic desire. They
question the narratives of their specific location and critically engage with the urgent issues
of our time through artist-led projects, residency, open access and international
collaboration.
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- Alchemy Festival (Hawick)
- Atlas Arts (Skye)
- Collective (Edinburgh)
- Edinburgh Arts Festival (director: Kim McAleese)
- Edinburgh Sculpture Workshop
- Embassy Gallery (Edinburgh)
- Jupiter Artland
- Generator Projects (Dundee)
- Market Gallery (Glasgow)
- Pier Arts Centre (Strongness)
- Rhubaba (Edinburgh)
- SCAN Scottish Contemporary Art Network
- The Common Guild
- Transmission Gallery (Glasgow)
- KNOCKvologan residency (Isle of Mull)
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